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Changes of the Reign Title and the Evolution
of Qianliang Regime

NIU Runzhen,ZHAO Shuo
(Faculty of Arts and Sciences,Beijing Normal University at Zhuhai,Zhuhai 519087 ,China)

Abstract: Zhang Gui established the Qianliang regime, which took the Western Jin Dynasty and the
Eastern Jin Dynasty as its origin, and used the Jin Dynasty’s reign title. Although the Western Jin Dynas-
ty had already perished at that time, Zhang posthumously honored Emperor Min of the Jin Dynasty, and
used “Jianxing” as his reign title for 49 years. During this period, Zhang Zuo changed the reign title to
“Heping”, but soon changed back to “Jianxing”. When Zhang Tianxi came to power, he switched the reign
title to the Eastern Jin Dynasty. However, according to the archaeological data of Qianliang, while using
the “Jianxing” reign title, the Qianliang civilians also used other reign titles, such as “Xianhe” “Yonghe”
“Xiankang” and “Jianyuan”. In the later period of Qianliang, the use of the reign title was in chaos. The
maintenance and change of the Qianliang reign titles involved not only the rulers’political stance transfor-
mation, but also the local clans and commoners’ cultural identification. The changes of the reign title
characterizes the Qianliang regime’s ruling path from respecting the Jin Dynasty to arrogation, then came
back to respect again, reflects the pattern of a regime constantly adjusted according to the changing situa-
tions, and further reveals the flowing deformation of the Qianliang regime’s nature.
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