H3ot 2 WM K ¥ i CH S R D Vol. 39, No. 2
20254 3 H Journal of Hunan University(Social Sciences) Mar. 2025

DOI:10.16339/j.cnki.hdxbskb.2025.02.004

FEFEF OB ESTHREM 4

R, AP AR
LRI EAETBE . WiME Kb 410082:2 IR B2 B8 LAR¥BE . W K¥  41015D)

[ E]AAFTARC AL B, KARREHG L, FAZBERFOLAEZL AR o
W AWM T AR HEERFPHUEIF  ARRB TS EAGH L EH, X & & RZEIF
EEGCMBRATANG B FEE AL EMAENPRE B T RABELETELNEN, EATEHL,. 4
RFETAROSEANELE EXL G RRIARE  AARY T R AR —FHEE G,

[RER] v EF:ET:8F

[hES%S] B221 [x#f#RIREE] A [XEHS] 1008-1763(2025)02-0025-08

The Metaphorical Dimension of Concept
of Heart-Mind in the Pre-Qin Philosophers

CHEN Zhibin, DENG Yajuan
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Abstract; When the Pre-Qin philosophers discussed the “heart-mind” and its attributes, they mostly
adopted metaphorical strategies, often using concrete images from the experiential world as models, such
as the sprouting of plants, human limbs, mirrors, still water, or rulers in the political realm, to reveal the
abstract meanings of the “heart-mind”. These metaphors are not random or arbitrary; they are rooted in
our everyday experiences and social foundations, playing a significant role in conceptual construction and
shaping thought. More importantly, the Pre-Qin philosophers all regarded the “heart-mind” as the source
or bearer of value and meaning, consistently expressing a normative intent in their discussions.
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