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The Research Paths of Chinese Posthumanist Rhetoric

WANG Jiayu,ZHAO Yaru

(School of Foreign Languages,Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract; Posthumanist rhetoric challenges the view of human as the sole rhetorical subject and advo-
cates the inclusion of the rhetorical agency of technology, artifacts, living beings such as plants and ani-
mals,as well as non-living natural objects into the research scope. This paper explores four research paths
of Chinese posthumanist rhetoric based on traditional Chinese philosophical thoughts, Chinese social and
linguistic practices,and posthumanist rhetoric. Chinese posthumanist rhetoric integrates Chinese traditional philo-
sophy, contemporary Chinese political concepts,and core concepts of posthumanism to reconstruct the rhetorical
assemblage co-constructed by human and non-human elements. The aim is to establish a posthumanist
rhetoric theory with local characteristics,so as to provide academic support for responding to technological
innovation,ecological crisis,and global discourse power reconstruction.
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