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The Versions of The Great Learning and
the Divergences of the Late Yangming School .

Focus on Yangming School of Zhejiang and Jiangyou

ZHU Hanmin, TIAN Xiaodan
(Yuelu Academy, Hunan University,Changsha 410082,China)

Abstract: Yangming’s disagreement on the ideological method of Zhu Xi began with The Great Learn-
ing. He spent his entire life in interpreting The Great Learning and advocated for the ancient version of
the book. However,the issue of the version of The Great Learning among Yangming’s disciples continued
to rise,and there were three versions circulating; the version revised by Zhu Xi, the ancient version respec-
ted by Yangming,and the fake stone scripture version. Through the analysis of the attitudes of the two
schools of Zhejiang and Jiangyou towards these versions, they presented the following changes in the late
Yangming schools:the transformation from the version revised by Zhu Xi to the ancient version respected
by Yangming,the respect for the ancient version advocated by Yangming, and taking the stone scripture
version as orthodox. This development result is closely related to the personal ideological method of the
disciples,the differences in the timing of their apprenticeship, the regional differences in teacher — student
interactions,and the promotion of a pragmatic and retro social trend.

Key words: the lateYangming School; the versions of The Great Learning ; Yangming School of Zhe-
jiang ; Yangming School of Jiangyou
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