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Three Discourses on the Relationship between
Confucius and The Book of Songs

ZHANG Jing
(School of Marxism, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221006,China)

Abstract: Among the six classics, Confucius has the closest relationship with the Book of Songs. There
are still some difficult issues in this relationship that have not been determined. First, whether Confucius
conducted “the deletion of poetry” and edited the Book of Songs is one of the focuses of academic debate.
The fact that Confucius edited the Book o f Songs is undeniable, and “the deletion of poetry” is just a state-
ment made by the later generations. The Records of the Grand Historian and the Book of Han only docu-
mented that Confucius conduct “the selectioned of poems” instead of “the deletion of poetry”. Second, “re-
fraining from wayward thought” is not an affirmation of the purity of the content of the Book of Songs as
most scholars believe, but a requirement for readers of the Book o f Songs. Third, when Confucius conduc-
ted “the deletion of poetry”, he did not exclude works in the Book of Songs that were inconsistent with his
own thoughts. These works that did not conform to Confucius’ thoughts could be retained in the Book o f
Songs, which has historical reasons and educational significance, and this is also the reason why Confucius
asked readers to “refrain from wayward thought”.
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