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The Pronunciations Types of the First and Second Divisions
of Xian and Shan Rhyme Groups with Nasal Codas in Pinghua
Dialects in Northern Guangxi and Tuhua Dialects in Southern Hunan

PENG Jianguo,LLU Ying

(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Hunan University,Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract; The pronunciations of the first and second divisions of Xian and Shan rhyme groups with na-
sal codas in Pinghua dialects in northern Guangxi and Tuhua dialctes in southern Hunan are very com-
plex. Most dialects can be divided into two levels:literary layer and colloquial one. According to the stand-
ards of whether Xian and Shan rhyme groups are merged, whether Kaikou rhymes and Hekou ones of
Shan rhyme groups are merged, and whether the first and second divisions of Xian and Shan rhyme groups
are merged individually, we can classify these dialects into several types. The two major dialects share
both similarities and unique characteristics in terms of pronunciation types of these two rhyme groups. The
commonality lies in the differentiation of different phonetic categories based on the grave and acute charac-
teristics of the initial consonants in the colloquial layer, while the literary layer is influenced by Southwest
Mandarin and has relatively consistent pronunciations. The first and second Kaikou divisions of Jian
groups within Xian and Shan rhyme groups do not mix. The main vowels of Jian groups of the first Ka:
kou division of Shan rhyme groups are mainly rounded, but are usually different from those in Hekou. Per-
sonality is reflected in the aspects such as whether the first Kaikou division of the Jian group within the

Shan rhyme group is merged with Hekou or not. Commonality reflects early patterns, while individuality
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reflects late ones.

Key words: Pinghua dialects in northern Guangxi; Tuhua dialects in southern Hunan; the first and

second divisions of Xian and Shan rhyme groups;pronunciation types
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