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“The Land Cannot Be Borderless” : The Inner Logic of China’s
Traditional Border Governance Thought
—Centered on Wang Fu’s Qian fu Lun

JI Naili, YANG Jiajiang
(ZHOU Enlai School of Government, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract; Wang Fu’s work,Qian fu Lun ,presents a relatively complete system of his thoughts on bor-
der governance. Centering on the text of Qianfu Lun and referring to other historical documents, the logi-
cal starting point, theoretical support, practical orientation,and logical dilemma of China’s traditional bor-
der governance thought can be summarized: viewing the border and the interior as an organic whole, there-
by highlighting the necessity of border governance,is its logical starting point;the Confucian people-orien-
ted thought is its theoretical support;ensuring the security and stability of border and promoting the deve-
lopment and construction of border are its practical orientations. Meanwhile,during the intense debate be-
tween the two Yixia concepts of integrating the ethnic minorities into the Chinese nation and guarding a-
gainst the ethnic minorities, China’s traditional border governance thought fell into a logical dilemma,
which,to a certain extent,led to frequent changes in the border policies of ancient Chinese dynasties, thus
making it difficult to achieve long-term stability in the border areas.
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