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Characteristics and Significance of Mizoguchi
Yuzo’s Research on Chinese History

ZHANG Yongquan

(School of Foreign Languages, Liaoning University,Shenyang 110036, China)

Abstract; In response to the negative impact of “Western-centrism” on the study of Asian history, par-
ticularly Chinese history, Mizoguchi Yuzo proposed the conceptual proposition of “using China as a meth-
od,with the world as the goal” (abbreviated as “China as method”). By shifting perspectives—from mon-
ism to pluralism, external to internal,short-term to long-term and the law of the jungle to civilization—he
delved into the internal dynamics of Chinese history. This approach exposed the regional and particularistic
nature of “Western-centrism” while revealing the essential unity of uniqueness and universality in China’s
“historical substratum”. His work contributes to constructing a pluralistic worldview, historical perspec-
tive and value system. Mizoguchi’s “conceptual proposition”and “perspective-shifting” methodology offers
methodological insights for scientifically understanding and addressing the relationship between China and
the world in the era of globalization. These insights are particularly relevant for advancing major theoreti-
cal and practical endeavors such as “Chinese-style modernization”,creating a “new form of human civiliza-
tion”, and building a “community with a shared future for mankind”.
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