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The Inner Logic and Critique of US Digital
Technology Export Control

QI Tong

(Institute of International Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072,China)

Abstract; The digital technology is leading a new wave of technological revolution and industrial transforma-
tion, with digital technology competition emerging as the pivotal policy focus in great power rivalries. The hege-
monic, national security,and human rights rationales behind US digital technology export control contain inherent
paradoxes that are challenging to reconcile. The US’s “exclusive” digital technology development strategy has in-
tensified global division and opposition, and impeded technological advancement. The US abuses national security
concepts as a pretext for protectionism, contradicting key WTO principles such as MFN treatment and the rule of
general crimination of quantitative restrictions. This approach also fails to meet the criteria for invoking security
exception clauses. The US’s double standards on the issue of “digital human rights” undermine the principles of
fair competition and open sharing in the global digital economy development, hindering efforts to bridge the digital
divide and address imbalances in digital economic development. Countries can reduce their reliance on US digital
hegemony through technological and regulatory measures,advance the development of international law to clarify
the legal boundaries of digital technology export control,and strengthen mutual trust and governance capabilities to
foster sharing, co-governance,and mutual benefit in the global digital system.
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