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Framing Suspension: Invitational Rhetoric and Its
Narrative Approach in Communication
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Abstract: The purpose of invitational rhetoric is to overcome the “persuasion” mode in traditional
rhetoric, so as to create an equal communication relationship, so that the recipient can freely and autono-
mously construct meaning, especially achieve a common understanding with the rhetor. In text practice,
the main semiotic practice realize the “persuasion” function of traditional rhetoric is the production of fram-
ing devices, that is, the narrative intention of the rhetor is implanted into the text to form a certain fram-
ing device, so as to activate and guide the cognitive framing of the recipient. Therefore, in order to apply
invitational rhetoric to the communication context, an effective rhetorical method is to create framing sus-
pension, that is, to strip the rhetoric framing from the text narrative and replace it with the production
practice of the factual framing to form a factual rather than discursive, natural rather than modified, im-
provisational rather than preset reality presentation mode. There are two narrative strategies for framing
suspension; one is framing intervention, that is, based on narrative degree zero to control the invasion of
the rhetor’s intention in the text; the other is framing integration, that is, based on open narratives to in-
tegrate the author’s intention and the audience’s intention to create an open and dialogical text semantics

and practice space. In specific invitational rhetoric practices, framing suspension must simultaneously ad-
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dress the issue of framing transparency.

Key words: invitational rhetoric; framing device; framing suspension; narrative degree zero;framing

integration;{raming transparency
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