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Public Opinions and Order Construction in the
Post-May Fourth Movement Era.

An Overall Review Based On Newspaper Forewords

TANG Xiaobing
(Department of History. East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241,China)

Abstract;: From the boisterous newspaper discourse during the May Fourth Movement period to the
rise of the post-May Fourth Movement discourse, the cultural space, in which public opinions existed had
faced drastic differentiation and suppression. Meanwhile, there was a complex process which was com-
prised of hierarchical dissemination and reverse influence in the transmission of information and opinions
from the center to the periphery. A diverse and complex public cultural space emerged on the sphere of lo-
cal publications. It further fostered a bottom-up consciousness of resistance against political authority, and
created a pluralistic sense of local competitive awareness and public culture based on provincial identities.
The youth became the imagined political subjects in various newly launched newspapers and periodicals,
with dimensions such as young people’s political responsibilities, capabilities, and courage serving as the
thematic discourse of journals targeting young readers as their primary audience. In the historical context
of post-May Fourth anti-elitism, concepts of equality and class discourse had further triggered increasingly
radical political thinking and imagination.
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