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Media Convergence as a “Critical Incident”
A Dynamic Analysis Based on the Three-Dimensional Structure
of the State, the Market and the Society

XIONG Min

(School of Journalism and Communication, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China )

Abstract : Practice in the state of changing and theoretical perspectives separated from practice leave a
fundamental problem for the research of media convergence, that is, what is its essence? With the help of
the research approach of the “critical incident” methodology, it is found that ,media convergence is a “crit-
ical incident” that has a profound impact on social information dissemination, national governance, social
form and human subjectivity, and it is the collision and interaction of three structural forces of the state,
the market and the society in the media field. Accordingly, media convergence can be divided into three
core stages; first, the Internet + Media stage, which is essentially the disembeddedness of the national
media governance led by commercial platforms; second, it is the stage of “reverse integration” of commer-
cial platforms under the pressure of the “reverse movement” initiated by the state and the society; finally,
based on China’s special political and economic system and the interdependence of media resources, the
state and the market have merged into one. Mainstream media and commercial platforms have entered a
stage of integration and symbiosis, reaching a temporary equilibrium state.
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