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An Analysis of the Syntactic and Semantic Differences
between “Ji(%%)” and “Si(#£)” and Their Evolution
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Abstract; The differences and evolution of “ji(£%)” and “si(#£)” reflect significant changes in social
culture and ritual systems. The syntactic and semantic features of “ji (£%)” and “si (%£)” have also
changed. Through a systematic investigation of “ji(4%)” and “si(f£)” in excavated and transmitted texts,
a detailed analysis of the syntactic and semantic characteristics of “ji(£%)” and “si(#£)” in Archaic and
Ancient Chinese can deeply explore their synchronic differences and diachronic evolution:in Archaic Chi-
nese, “ji(%4%)” was one of the specific “Five Sacrifices”, and the objects and tools it involved were limited.
“Si(f8)” was a general term for sacrifices, and the corresponding syntactic expressions were also different.
In Ancient Chinese, the semantic range of “ji(£%)” expanded, and it became a synonym of “si(4£)”. New
differences emerged between the two: the additional meanings and pragmatic environments of “si (}£)”
were limited, while “ji(%%)” was not restricted. There are new differences in syntactic expressions be-
tween the two. From the Ancient to Early Medieval Chinese periods, “ji(%%)” replaced “si(#£)” as the
central term in the sacrificial verb system.
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