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The Imperial Examination System of the Northern
Song Dynasty and the Writing of Qiwen
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Abstract: Under the imperial examination system of the Northern Song Dynasty,the writing of Qiwen
became a ritual fashion valued by scholars. Successful candidates in the imperial examination often com-
posed Xieqi (the thank-you note) to present to the examiners and influential officials in power, while Fuqi
were responses from the recipients to the senders of Qiwen,and their content was fundamentally based on
congratulations. The essence of Qiwen under the imperial examination system of the Northern Song Dy-
nasty was a tool for the scholars to obtain social capital: Qiwen submitted to examiners helped scholars ob-
tain the initial social capital at the beginning of their official careers, while those presented to eminent pre-
decessors further expanded the scope of their social capital. Additionally, Fuqi provided possibilities for
writers to forge new social networks. Qiwen for the imperial examination system had a unified textual
style,with the main content of the opening statement, self narration,and praising virtues being the selection
of talented individuals, the pursuit of officialdom,and the advocation for recommending talents. The reform
of the system prompted Qiwen to update its internal text,including the changes of themes and the innova-
tion of language and vocabulary,which were precisely the results of the new changes in Qiwen triggerd by
the imperial examination system.
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