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The “May Crisis” of Anti-Japanese Propaganda
in the “Isolated Island” of Shanghai in 1939
Also on the Relations between China, Japan, the USA
and the UK before the Outbreak of the European War
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(School of Journalism and Communication,Shandong University,Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Between April and May 1939, at the request of the Japanese authorities, the Shanghai Inter-
national Settlement repeatedly banned and restricted foreign-funded Chinese newspapers that carried out
anti-Japanese propaganda in the “isolated island”, which was known as the “May Crisis”. This crisis re-
flected the competition among China, Japan, the USA and the UK as well as other countries over the spe-
cial area of the International Settlement during this special period. In the end, the UK, the USA and other
countries sacrificed anti-Japanese propaganda and other routine activities in exchange for the temporary
preservation of their core interests, and this situation was also accepted by China and Japan. On a deeper
level, this incident reflects the special status and role of propaganda work in diplomatic negotiations.
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