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The Textual Structure and Ritual Significance of Xingzhang
Pian on Han Dynasty Wooden Slips

XU Yuan
(College of Philosophy,Fudan University,Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: L.iu Huan’s Newly Discovered Han Dynasty Wooden Slips . Collation and Interpretation of
the Cangjie Pian and Shi Pian has disclosed three newly discovered Han Dynasty excavated wooden
slips—Cangjie Pian, Shi Pian | , and Shi Pian [[. The nature of Shi Pian |l differs from that of a dic-
tionary. It should be named Xingzhang Pian, following the common naming convention for Qin and Han
Dynasty introductory texts, taking its first two characters. The Xingzhang Pian possesses a unique struc-
ture. The first half of its 52 chapters is organized according to the five mourning attire categories: Zhan
Cui(Hr ), Zi Cui(5¥%), Da Gong(K¥), Xiao Gong(/NH), and Si Ma(Z8 k). Its primary ceremonial
content is drawn from classic Han Dynasty ritual texts. The Xingzhang Pian is a document devoted
entirely to ritual and government, similar in nature to Dizi zhi , and falls within the categorization of the
“Six Arts” in the Yiwen Zhi section of the Book of Han. The Xingzhang Pian is currently one of the
most important ritual texts unearthed from the Han Dynasty, alongside the Mawangdui Mourning Clothes
Diagram and the Wuwei Han bamboo slips Y7 Li .
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