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Beyond Reflective and Pre-reflective Interpretation .
A Third Explanation towards Kant’s Theory of Self-Consciousness

YU Tianfang
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234 ,China)

Abstract: Based on Dieter Henrich’s critical discussion, two interpretive ways have emerged in Kant’s
theory of self-consciousness: the reflective interpretation and the pre-reflective interpretation. The former
holds that Kant’s self-consciousness stems from the act of consciousness turning towards itself, while the
latter emphasizes the non-relational and non-identificational features of the concept of apperception. These
two interpretations also represent two more general explanatory paths for Kant’s theory of self-conscious-
ness, namely, the epistemological explanation and the metaphysical explanation. Beyond these explana-
tions, however, there exists another understanding that Kant’s self is neither a metaphysical presupposi-
tion prior to all consciousness or thinking, nor a knowable object that can be reflected upon or
conceptualized, but rather a logical subject that emerges from the unified relations of representations, it
was used to explain the normative source of empirical knowledge. Therefore, in Kant’s view, self-con-
sciousness accompanies our formation of a unified representation, but this does not mean that it is implicit
or non-relational, nor does it mean that it is the result of representing oneself.
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