H39kE HESM WM Kk ¥ ¥ GRS B D Vol. 39, No. 5
202549 H Journal of Hunan University(Social Sciences) Sep. 2025

DOI:10.16339/;.cnki.hdxbskb.2025.05.018

FRHEIHZ S MBI R E RN ST

WA 57 B # 4]
(BRI R B SRR )M 510632)

[ E]AETAETHMEABGALINR AN, L O E B a5 5 £ FR AL F w75 R,
HENRZW FAEL—AATHFAE RATETZABLRTX; AEB DR, W5 = QAR ERLF T
(R E G TFANEAF BRAAEFGRBE MR TN, HFRAMG T, A L8 0 g Foekoh
RABRFTAFIZRAGILER, B, BE THIRRGLEAREARK S THREE, FEITEAER G BN
BN il M ERFEARRTANBAN AL AL FBGRFYRBTHT RGBT BRI T
HEFF, A TREIAATHAMMOOGR. S THAMNBEAR T UEANF AL L ERTAREREEY
HE A EEEG,

[REIR] AL B RS2 WA K F 53NN R

[(hESEE] G206 [XEkFRIZAS] A [XEHS] 1008-1763(2025)05-0160-09

The Craft of Time: On Labor Surveillance Technology
and Its Disciplinary Power

LIN Zhongxuan, LV Zijian

(School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510632, China)

Abstract: Reinterpreting Foucault’ s concept of disciplinary power through a spatiotemporal lens
reveals its dual dimensions:a space dominated “production end” and a time-dominated “operation end”.
Before the digital era,capitalism prioritized the former,focusing on spatial colonization. However,with the
advent of mobile technologies, physical space has been transformed into an almost perfect fluid space,gran-
ting time greater developmental value due to the stabilization of power production. Digital capital capitali-
zes on this shift, seeking to refine temporal strategies to enhance domestication techniques within fluid
spaces. Consequently,surveillance apparatus embedded in mobile technologies aim to manipulate time, craf-
ting efficient surveillance subjects—for instance, by incorporating the “future”into surveillance temporali-
ties through data practices,or by accelerating work progress via coded digital bodies and partial surveillance
of labor processes. Given the heightened significance of time in liquid modernity,contemporary research on
disciplinary theory or labor surveillance should transcend the confines of spatial or technological factors and
embrace a temporal turn.
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